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use. If the sewerage system were installed
in lieu of the older system the Health De-
partment would not be ealled upon to pay
the sewerage rates. We should have
power under the Health Aet to collect
such rates when the scwerage system is
installed as well as in the case where the
pan system is still in existence. I move—
That the Bill be now read a sceond time,

On motion by Hon. C. G. Latbam, de-
bate adjourned.

House adjourned at 9.31 p.m.

Regislative Council,

Thursday, 17th October, 1933.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pa., and read pravers.

QUESTION—MIGRANTS,
REPATRIATION.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER asked the Chief
Secretary: As the Premier has been re-
ported to have stated that he is willing fo
supply a return showing the position re-
garding the repatriation of migrants, will
the Chief Seeretary have a refurn made,
showing—(a) the number of persons repat-
riated: (b) the total cost of such; (e) the
names of individuals repatriated; (d) the
individual costs of such repatriations?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: (a)
81 families; (b} £10,742 16s. 2d.; (e) and
{d) it is not considered advisable to pub-
lish the names.

[COUNGIL.]

QUESTION—ELECTORAL,
ENROLMENT.

Hon. R. G. MOORE asked the Chief See-
retary: 1, What is the objeet of enrolling
only Legislative Assembly electors in the
house to house canvass now being made in
the Xalgoorlie, Hannans, and Boulder elec-
toral distriets? 2, Is it intended, later on,
to make a similar canvass in the North-East
and South Provinees? 3, If not, of what use,
if any, will be the present canvass in the
electoral districts mentioned, in the prepara-
tion of the North-East and South Provinee
rolls?

The CHIEF SECRETARY vreplied: 1,
A canvass (electoral census) is not being
made in the terims of Sections 39 and 40 of
the Electoral Act. If a census had heen
ordered the results of such census eould
alone be used in preparing new rolls. (See
Subsection 3 of Section 39.) Enrolment for
the Legislative Assembly is compulsory but
the great number of changes and the large
increase in population on the goldfields has
necessitated house to house inquiries, pre-
liminary, if found necessary, to enforeing
the compulsory sections of the Act. 2, Pro-
vince electors are given the opportunity of
enrolling hut there ean be no eompulsion
exercised. No electoral ecanvass (census)
has heen ordered. See reply to 1 as to cen-
sus. (Copies of notices left with eleetors
are attached.} 3, If an electoral canvass
(censns) was ordered new rolls would have
to be prepared and the result of such cen-
sus coild alone be used in preparing sach
new rolls.

(Copies of Notices.)

To State Legislative Assembly Electors.

Lnrolment and notice of change of
address are both compulsory: the penalty
en eonvietion for not eomplying with the
Eleetoral Aet being a maximum of £2,

If you have any doubt as to your enrol-
ment, please fill in a claim card and for-
ward it to the Electoral Registrar for your
district or to the Chief Electoral Officer,
Perph.

The rolls are being reprinted on 30th
September, 1935, and persons who fail to
enrol or give notice of change of address
hefore that date will render themselves liable
to prosecution.

{Signed.) H. R. GORDON,
Chief Electoral Officer.
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To State Legislative Couneil (Province)
Electors.

Lnrolmenl for a province is nobt compul-
sory, but an eleclor having any one of the
Following qualifications may claim enrol-
ment for the legislative Council :—

(1) Has a lemal or equitable fieehcld
estate in poszession situate in the
Electoral province of the clear
value of fifty pounds sterling; or

{2) Is a bouseholder within the province
oceupying any dwelling house of
the clear annual vaine ol seventeen
pounds sterling; or

(3) Has a leasehold estate in possession
siiuate within the province of the
clear annual value of seventeen
pounds sterling; or

(4) Holds a lease or license from the
Crown to depasture, occupy, enlti-
vate, or mine upen Crown lands
within the province at a rental of
net less than fen pounds per
annum: or it the name of sueh per-
son is on

{5) The clectoral list of any municipal-
ity in respeet of property within
the provinee of the annual rate-
able value of not less than seven-
tecn pounds; or

{6) The clectoral list of any road board
district in respect of property
within the provinee of the annual
rateable value of not less than
seventeen pounds.

(Signed) H. R. GORDON,
Chief Electoral Oifficer.

QUESTION—PALMER’S TFIND
TOWN BITES.

Hon. J. CORNELL asked the Chief Sec-
retary: 1, Was any assnrance given hy
either the Lands or Mines Departments to
intending purchasers of Palmer's Find
townsite business lots that upon the estah-
lishment of business premises within the
townsite no person would be permifted to
conduet any form of business in any pre-
mises gituate on Crown lands, or any gold
mining Jease? 2, Tf s0, why haz this assur-
ance not heen enforced?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
No. 2, Answered by No. 1.

1161
CONGRATULATIONS—CHIEF
SECRETARY’S BIRTHDAY.

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [4.35]: I

crave the wdulgence of the House for o few
monients to submit the following wotion :—

That this House extends its congratulations
and gooud wishes to the Chief Seeretary, Hon.
J. M. Drew, on his attaining his seventieth birth-
duy.

Members: lear, hear!

Hon. J. CORNELL: it i~ an old saying
that “good wine needs no busl.”™  Mre. Drew
needs neither bush nor tree to demnunstrale
his sterling worth, or the estimation in
which he is held by moembers of thiz House
irtrespactive of the political party to which
they may belong. Ay assorintion with Mr.
Drew has been close and louy, extending
now over 24 vears. Almost on the dav 1
entered this Chamber 1 formed a friendship
with him that bas endured despile the
vicissitudes of politics and despite party
considerations. Not only has it endured, but
it has matured and has strengthened. T re-
gard his friendship as more viluable to-day
than at any other period in my 23 years’
knowledge of the hon. gentleman. Wilhout
further ado I snbmit the motion, and wish
Mr. Drew many mwore birthdays. May he
and his good wife ever enjoy the greatest of
all earthly blessings, God’s good healih!

HON. J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan})
[4.37]: I feel it to be an Lionour indeed to
second the motion submitted in sueh »
happy vein by the Chairman of Gommittees.
What Mr. Cornell has said 15 T am quite
sure, echoed hy cvery member of the Cham-
ber; for there is no man who fuifils publie
duties with a greater sense of the responsi-
bility attaching to the office he now has the
honour of holding than Mr. Drew. [t is
indeed a happy circumstanee in life o find
Mr. Drew after 70 years on this carth pre-
genting sueh vigour, and such ability to Jead
this House with high intelligence and with
the greatest henefit to the State at lurge.
My, Drew ut 70 vears is an astounding teati-
mony ta the value of age in the serviee of
such a Chamber as this.

Hon. J. Cornell: And he looks about £7 !

Hon. J. XICHOLSON: Ag Mr. Cornelt
sngrests, if Mr. Drew’s awe were to be
determined by his looks, evervone would say
that he was a man very much younger in
vears than actunily is the case. T re-echn the
cand wishes expressed by Mr. Cornell, that
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both Mr. Drew and his good wife, Ars.
Drew, may have long years together and be
blessed with that greatest of blessings which
can he bestowed only by good Providence—
the hlessing of good health.

HON. C. I, BAXTER (East) [439]: 1
am indeed pleased to have the opportunity
to support the motion before the Chamber.
The good health of our distinguished
Leader, Mr, Drew, is an object lesson and a
guidance to every hon. imember. What little
success I attained as Leader of the Legisla-
tive Council during a period of threc years
I regard as largely due to my knowledge of
our distingnished Leader, thus being en-
abled to follow the good example set by him
in the conduet of business. As Mr. Cornell
has rightly said, Mr. Drew is held in tha
highest csteem by all sections of political
thought. Ta this Chamber, I hope, there are
no differing sections. However, cach and
every member of the Legislative Couneil
liolds the samc opinion of Mr. Drew as a
man and as a statesman—{ will not use the
word “politician.” During the short period
of his absence from the House Mr. Drew
was greatly missed. It was with a happy
sense of gratifieation that we learnt he was
returning after that spell away. His pre-
senec here had always been felt, as it is
now. At every opportunity Mr. Drew has
sought, and seeks, not only to do what is
best for the State and for all sections of
the people, but also to uphold the traditions
and rights of the Legislative Couneil, irre-
spective of friend and foe alike. 1 trust
Mp, Drew will have many more birthdays
showing the same robust health as he exhi-
bits te-day, and that for many, many years
vel we shall be blessed with his presence in
this Chamber and have his able assistance in
earrying out the functions of the Legislative
Council. I have the greatesi pleasure m
supporting Lhe motion.

HON. G. W. MILES (North) [441]: I
have the uimdst pleasure in endorsing the
remarks of previous speakers made in wish-
ing Mr. Drew many happy returns of the
day. T hope the gencral good feeling to-
wards him will find practical expression by
his return unopposed at the next eleetion.

Members: Hear, hear!

HON. V. HAMERSLEY (East) [4.42]:
As one who has been in this house for a
numhber of yvears, and mereover as one who

[COUNCIL.]

was present when Mr. Drew first assumed
the Leadership of the Chamber, 1 can speak
with all sineerity in appreciation of the
work he has performed, and of the kindly
manner in which he has always carried out
the duties that have devolved upon him. I
must also mention (he great consideration
and courtesy he has shown to all members
throughout the various periods when he has
represented the Governments in which he
has been a prominent figure. I feel sure it
was that spirit of kindliness and good
nature, aided by clear deliberation, that has
enabled him to be so exeellent a guide of
the destinies of Western Australia, Mr.
Drew has held his present leading position
in ¢very Government with whieh he has been
associated. The spirit that has guided Mr.
Drew has been of the utmost value to those
varions Governments, and has fostered the
kindly feeling hetween the two Houses of
Pavliament that is vemarked within this
State. I am one of those who have the high-
est appreciation of Mr. Drew and I sin-
cerely join in wishing him suecess and pros-
perity, and many vears’ enjoyment of tha
fruits of his labours.

THE PRESIDENT [4.45]: Before put-
ting this motion T should like to say that
Mr, Drew has been a membher of every Lah-
our Ministry the State has had, execept the
Daglish Ministry. I have heen a member
of the House «uring all the years that Mr.
Drew has heen a Minister, and I can say
without the slightest fear of contradiction
that no oither member of any of those Minis-
tries has had such a dificult task as Mr.
Drew has had to face session after session in
piloting through the Chamber the Bills of
Eabour (iovernments. ¥e has during all
thal time shown a wonderful knowledge of
members of the ouse, has proved himself
a marvellous judge of men. It is through
his tact and ability that his party has been
ahle to do so munch during all those yearsz,
and his tnet and ability have also prevented
anything in the nature of frietion between
the two IHouses., Mr. Drew has the satis-
taction of realising that the more we know
of him in this House the better do we appre-
ciate him. We trust that he will long remamn
a member of the Couneil, for we admire and
respect him for his fairmmess, his industry
and the keenness of his desire to do the very
hest in the interesis of his own nafive coun-
try, Western Australia.

Question put and passed.
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THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—Central) [4.47]: This is an entirely
unexpected honour which has been conferred
upon me. I did not dream thai anything
like this would oceur this afternoon, and [
am simply overwhelmed by the kindly senti-
menis that have heen expressed towards me
and the good wishes that have been ex-
pressed towards my wife. I cannof see that
I deserve all that has been said in my
favour. When first T entered the Council
I was a young man, and largely the train-
ing I received in those days led to the eounrse
I have since adopted. It has been a rule
of my life never to indulge in personalities,
I attack arguments, and arguments alone,
I feel that I deserve no special eredit for
that, but, as I say, I always attack
the arguments, leaving the member
alene, and it seems to me that is the
only possible method for a member
of Parliament to adopt. In return I
may say that although frequently 1 have
been severe in my eritieisms in an endeavour
o demolish the case of the other side, I feel
sure it cannot be said that I have cver in-
curred the enmity of any member of Parlia-
ment. I have always been on the best terms
with members, and nothing has ocenrred to
disturb the friendship that has ever existed
between ws. That, I have attributed to the
generous spirit of the members ot the Coun-
eil with whom I have had to deal. DMy ex-
pevience in Parliament, whether long or
short, will always bring back to my mind
the most pleasant recollections of my tenure
of office—and I have had a lengthy tenure
as Leader of the House. That T am the only
one to whom such henour as I have received
this afternoon has bheen extended, is due to
the fach that no other Leader of the Honse
has reached the age of 70 years during the
period of his leadership. I trust there will
still be others who will deserve to a greater
extent than I the honour extended to me this
afternoon. Mere words eannot express my
feelings, but on behalf of my wife and my-
self I gratefully acknowledge the henour
conferred upon ne.

STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION.
THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—Central) {4.530]: T move—

That o much of the Standing Orders be sus-
pended as is necessary to emable a Supply Bill
to pass through all its stages at vne sitling.
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I had expected the Supply Bill to come
down to-day, but I now understand it will
not be here until Tuesday next. Neverthe-
less, it can do no harm to suspend the Stand-
ing Orders to-day, since notice has been duly
given.

Question put and passed.

BILL—WORKERS' HOMES ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 3).

Introduced by Hon. J. Cornell and read
a first time.

BILL—TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT,
Report of Committee adopted.

BILL—STATE TRANSPORT CO-ORDIN-
ATION ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 8th October.

HON. J. J. HOLMES (North) [4.55]:
The underiying principle of the Bill is the
ereation of an appeal court or board for the
hearing of appeals from determinations of
the State Transport Board. It may be that
such a court of appeal is justified, but still
I do not think an appeal from the State
Transport Board to a loeal magistrate is
going to have the desired effect. Fowever,
there is some justifieation for the Bill be-
cause it is vecognised, particularly in any
branch of the Government service, that
everyone should have the right of appeal.
A lot of people who have put money into
road transport have had their business taken
from them without any vedress. That, of
course, is a very bad state of affairs, but I
cannot help thinking the blame must be
shared by those members of the House who
have ever been so ready to support, or even
bring forward, proposals for the building of
agricultural railways. Time after time has
the House been induced to authorise the
eonstruction of agricultural railways which
ngbody with any sense ever thought would
pay. In many instances those railwavs
were not justified, and if they had not been
constructed the districts in which they are
now running would have had a perfectly
satisfactory motor serviee, not in eompeti-
tion with any railway, and so the people
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would bave got a service well soited to
present-day conditions. owever, the House
has been led astray by the policy of build-
ing agrieultural railways that were never
justified and, as I say, thai in itself has
served to bring about the present unsatis-
factory condition. Even two years ago, the
session before last, when the depression was
with us and settlers were leaving their
farms, and the Government did not know
what to do to indnee them to remain in
possession of their farms, we authorised the
construetion of two agricultural railways.
Doubtless some of the members who sup-
ported those proposals have sinee regretted
it. 1 knew, and numbers of other members
knew, that those railways were not jnstified.
I would go further and say it was never
intended to build those railways, except
as a means of providing a new works
policy on which to borrow money. This
policy of “You vote for my railway and
'l vote for vours,”” has been responsible
for the construction of many railways that
should never have heen built. The State
having embarked so much capital in the con-
struction of those railways, I do not think
it fair for some of the representatives of
those distriets, who had their super and
wheat carried at a cheap rate on the
railways and sent their goods at o pay-
ahle freizht by motor transport, to come
to the House and complain of the treat-
ment they have had. If the Bill had pro-
vided for an appeal to the Minister, it
would have received my support. T have
already explained why I object to a magis-
trate in o particular disiriet having the
vight to come to a decision he may think
proper, Again, I draw aftention to para-
graph (e) of Subelause 2 whiech T consider
is foreign to the title. It proposes an
amendment to the Municipal Aet hy allow-
ing a municipality or road board to expend
public funds in fighting these cases before
the eourt. In my opinion such an amend-
ment should not find a place in a Bill of this
deseription; it should be in a Bill to amend
the Municipalities or Road Districis Aect,

HON. C. H. WITTENOOM (South-East)
[3.47]: I intend to support the second
reading of the Bill hecause I can say in all
truth that my sympathies are entirely with
the settlers of the Kojonup district in their
request to be able to appeal to the loeal
magistrate. Members like my colleague and

[COUNCIL.]

myself are able to appreciate the disabilities
under which the residents ot the IKojonup
area suffer by reason of the attitude of the
Trangport Board. The needs of the State
for ecomomic development particularly in
that part of the State, demand impartial and
equitable treatment of all conflicting inte:-
ests. In my opinion no other district has
had the same treatment as has been meted
out to the people of Kojonup, Before the
Act came into force, they were enjoying ax-
cellent  transport ecommunication with the
metropolitan area, and [ am confident that
when memhers voted in favour of the Aet
which is now in force, they did think that
some consideration would ai all events be
given to instances such as have been quoted
by my colleague. 1t appears to me that the
only relief that has Dbeen granted by the
Transport Board is exsetly the same as that
which has been given all over the State, and
that is mervely n slight relief in the way of
freight charges on the railways. It has
been very slicht indeed. We thought that
when motor trucks were put off the roads
the freight charges on the railways wounld
come down until they approximated snme-
what the charges made by the trucks. T am
not sure whether I read this in the report
of the Transport Board or in the statement
made by the Chief Secretary. An effort
has been made to show by figures that the
fat Jamb industry was not affected by
motor vehicles heing prevented {rom carry-
ing merchandize on their return journey
from Perth. The fat lamb industry is
almost in its infancy, and I am sure that
if the Tiojonup distriet were not subjected
to the treatment about which we eomplain,
it wonld become a big producer of export
lambs. PBut to talk of sending lambs by
rail over a distance of 240 miles exposing
them to several changes and many stops
and consequent rough treatment when the
Journey could be done comfortably by road
over a distance of about 160 miles, is futile.

Hon, G. W. Miles: Will not the fat lambs
shortly be shipped from Albany?

Hon. C. H. WITTENOOM: They will go
from Albany next year. At the present
time lambs have to he shipped (rom
Fremantle. It would be quite all right if
the stock were going to the Midland sale-
vards where they would he sold and per-
haps slaughtered on the same day, but we
all know that lambs for export have o be
carefully handled. The Minister stated
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that the freight charged by the ftrucks
when they were able fo take lambs te Fre-
mantle and return with merchandise was
exactly the same as that of the railways.
That is not the point at all. What we have
to consider is the loss of time in transit by
rail, and more important still, the rough
treatiment which is aveided by sending them
to Fremantle by motor vehicle. The Min-
ister has told ws that permission has been
given to use motor trucks for the carriage
of lambs, but if the trucks have to come
hack empty the cost of sending the lambs
to Fremantle in that way is excessive. There
are many other disabilities under which the
Kojonup farmers suffer at the present time,
but I do not intend to refer to them at this
stage. T shall support the second reading
of the Bill.

HON. E. H. ANGELO (North) [3.52]:
From what I have read in the Press regard-
ing the i{reatment of the Kojonup people
by the Transport Board and from what Mr.
Thomson has told us, I cannot but eonelude
that harsh treatment has been the lot of
those people and my sympathies go out to
them. At the same time, T do not think that
the introduction of the Bill is the right way
to rectify the grievanee. The Bill will create
a precedent.

Hon. A. Thomson: The Transpor: Board
created a precedent when thev Jdrnve the
trucks off the road.

Hon, B, H, ANGELO: If the community
thought that the Transport Board were not
doing the right thing in some way or other,
a Bill eould then be introduced. The hon.
member would have heen better advised had
he moved a motion asking this House to
express the opinion that the Transport
Board were not giving the Kojonup district
a fair deal.

Hon. A. Thomson: Have you read their
report?

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: T bave. T feel
certain that if the hon. member could have
put up a good case, the motion wonld have
received support and in all probability it
wounld have been carried. I for one would
have voted for it, but T cannot vote for the
hon. member’s Bill.

HON. J. M. MACFARLANE (Metropoli-
tan-Suburban) [5.54]: Like the hon. mem-
ber who has just spoken, my sympathies are
with the people of the Williams, Wander-
ing and Kojonup areas, and I consider that
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special consideration should be given fo
them by the Transport Board beecause of
the difficulties under which they are labour-
ing. But when I am asked te support a
Bill to amend the State Transport Act in
the direction the hon. member suggests, T
am nof able to do so. The Transport Board
is still on its trial. I sympathise with the
hon. members representing the South-Easkt
Provinee in their efforts to get the Bill
through so that the people in that part of
the State who have been harshly treated may
derive some benefit or may be placed on an
equality with the people in other parts of
the State who may be more favourably situ-
ated.

Hon, . V. Piesse: The board granted the
Wandering area certain faeilities.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: But
enough to £l the hill.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: Why nof give us prac-
tical sympathy?

Hon. .J. M., MACFARLANE: We are
being asked to put on the statute-book an
amending Bill that will apply to the whole
State. I cannot support any sueh pro-
posal.

not

HON. A. THOMSON (South-East—in
reply) [5.56]: The hon. member who last
spoke expressed his sympathy for the people
of the distriet and said he could not agree
to an amendment of the Aet which would
apply to the whole of the State. I draw
his attention to the fact that it does not
apply to the metropolitan area, and that
it does mot affeet the provinee he repre-
sents.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: I know that.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Not one persen 1w
the metropolitan area has suffered any dis-
ability. Let me also take exception to what
was said by my friends from the North pro-
vince. That province is exempt, and it has
suffered no disabilities at all under the
Transport Co-ordination Act,

Hon. G. W. Miles: You cannot look at
anything except from the angle of vour own
particular area.

Hon. A. THOMSOX: I think I am justi-
fied in drawing attention to the serious dis-
ahilities from which a portion of my elec-
torate is suffering, the people of which re-
quested me to introduee the Bill. I also
draw the attention of my friends from the
North provinee to the faet that they bave
a State Shipping Service, and that it is
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not definitely laid down that the people in
the North shall use that service and no other.

Hon. G. W, Miles: A great pity it has
never been abolished.

Hon. A. THOMSOXN: All I am asking
is that a similar privilege shall be exiended
to the electors in the South-East province,
nothing more and nothing less. The reply
of the Chief Secretary to my opening re-
mark: was astonishing to me. I have care-
fully read and re-read what I said on that
occasion, and I fail to understand how he or
anyone else could construe what I said io
mean that I desived to give power to the
loeal authorities to enter into business as
common carriers in eompetition with the
Railways. I am somewhat constrained lo
draw upon the Bible for an illustration and
to vefer to the fact that when Isaae desired
to bless his firstborn he said that the voiee
was the voice of Jacob but the hand was the
hand of Esan. While the voice that delivered
the speech in the House was thai of the
Chief Secretary, the hand that prepared the
stalement indicated the official mind of the
Transport Board.

Hon. J. Cornell: Does a municipality or
. & road hoard own commercial goods vehi-
cles? .

Hon. A, THOMSON: No.

Hon. J. Cornell: Then why do you give
them the right of appeal?

Hon. A, THOMSON: If the hon, mem-
ber will read the Bill, he will see
they are acting on behalf of the
people of the district. At any rate that
is the intention. As I have said it was the
official mind of the Transport Board that
was evidenced in the prepared speech that
‘the Chief Secretary delivered, and the state-
ment was a deliberate and gross misrepre-
sentation respecting the purpose of the Bill.

The PRESIDENT : Did I understand the
hon. member to say that any member of
the House was guilty of deliberate misre-
presentation ?

Hon. A, THOMSOXN: No. I said that
the reply prepared for the Chief Secretary
‘by the Transport Board conveyed that, I
did not say that the Minister was guilty of
deliberate misrepresentation.

Hon. J. Cornell: But the Minister spoks
in this House and not the Transport Board.

The PRESIDENT: The Minister made
the statement in the House, and I wish the
hon. member would not use the word ‘“de-
liherate.” I do not think that any member
of this House, seeing that he is responsible

[COUNCIL.]

for his utterances in the Chamber, would
deliberately misrepresent the position.

Hon., A. THOMSON: I ‘will withdraw
the word “deliberate” and say that the stale-
ment was a gross misrepresentation of the
purposes of the Bill.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Is there any differenve,
Myr. President, between that statement and
Mr. Thomson's earlier remark?

Hon. J, Cornell: It is a ease of Tweedle-
dum and Tweedledee.

The PRESIDENT: There may be gross
misrepresentation, but it may not he de-
liberate. Mr., Thomson may proceed.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Doubtless that
statement was intended to lead a large
number of railway employees and the pub-
liec generally to believe that the Bill was
an insidious attempt to injure the railways.
I introdueed the Bill because the people of
Kojonup felt that they had been suffer-
ing for a considerable period under the
control exercised by the Transport Board
and asked that something should be done.
At the request of the Kojonup Road Board
and people of the district I introduced the
measure. I represent that distriet, and I
am entitled to voice matters affeeting their
interests. That is what I am here for.

Hon. C. B, Williams: Yon do not make
half the fuss that North Province members
do.

Hon. A. THOMSON: The Transport
Board in their second report for the year
ended the 30th June, 1935, include the
following statement:—

On the 24th April, 1935, Mr. Stubbs, M.L.A.,
and the Hon. Mr. Thomson, M.[.C., together
with Mr. Honner, chairman of the road board,
and Messrs. Benn and Partridge, members,
waited upon the Minister and said that in their
opinion the decision of the board should be re-
versed, and that the board should not be re-
quired to license motor trucks to earry all classes
of goods to and from the Kojonup Qistrict. The
Hon. Mr. Thomson said that it seemed to him
that the action of the board had been to im-
pose disabilities upon the country districts and
not one had been imposed on the metropolitan
area, and he made the challenge——

And I repeat the challenge here—

that ‘‘not one service that was running
prior to the inception of the Transport Board
had heen eliminated so far as the metropolitan
area was concerned, but when it came to the
country districts it had meant that the whole
of the eountry districts had suffered.”’

Hon. H, V. Piesse: There are too many
electors in the metropolitan area.
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Hon. A, THOMSOXN: Then the Board
refer to Section 33 of the State Tramsport
Co-ordination Act. Here I think there is
confirmation of the statement I made when
the measure was hefore Parlinment. Here
is an admisgion by the Transport Board
that it affects the country districts only
and not the metropolitan area. When the
Minister was dealing with the Bill—I quote
his speech as it appeared in the Press—he
said—

The Bill would also give the right of appeal
to present-day applicants for licensea which had
been refused. Under the State Transport Co-
ordination Act only those who held licenses on
the 31st December, 1933, had a right of appeal,
and for a very good reason. Those people had
vested interests. They had built up busi-
nesses, to a preater or lesser extent, and it was
only just that the refusal to grant them a
lieense showld bhe subject to an appeal to a
magistrate.

How did the Transport Board deal with
the appeals? I draw the attention of mem-
bers to another section of the board’s re-
port which appears on page 5. Therein
they state that a careful review was made
of all the particulars and the board was

eonvinced that the existing state of affairs

eould not be permitted to continue if the
intention of the Act was to be adhered to.
The reference there is to the failure on the
pari of road transport operators to convey
what are classed as ‘‘low-freight goods.”’
I do not intend to go into details, but when
I have been challenged in this Chamber
with endeavouring to take away the power
of contre! from the Transport Board, na-
turally I must endeavour to justify my ae-
tion. For that reason I am dealing with
the position. In the report the board say—

Approximately 100 applications for licenses
to operate between the metropelitan area and
couniry towns were refused, and in 51 of these
instances the applicants lodged appeals against

the hoard's decisions, as provided in Section
24 of the Act.

I want members to follow what I am read-
ing and to mark the hypocrisy that the
statement embodies. The report eontinues—

Requests were then made that the applicants
he permitted to continue operating pending the
hearing of their appeals, and temporary licanses
were issued for a period of two months frum the
1st Tuly, 1934, and were later renewed for a
further period of one month. Further represen-
tations were made to the board in September.
1324, the result of which was the exarniion of
decds 1 ectween the hoard and the appellants, in
which the latter volunteered
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I want to nail down that word ‘‘velun-
teered’’—
——to withdraw the appeals lodged in consid-
eration of their being purmitied to centinue
their operations until the 31st December, 1034,
on which date they would {and did} cease to
operate.
I say definitely that the board imposed con-
ditions upon the motor owners who “volun-
teered” to withdraw their appeals in the
same way as the Abyssinians are volunteer-
ing to retive in the face of Mussolini’s armed
forees to-day.

Hon. J. Cornell: That is only a rumour.

Hon. A, THOMSOX": The Abyssinians
bave voluntecred to retire because they have
been compelled to do so. In effect the
Transport Board have adopted much the
same attitude. They said to the motor
owners, “Your position is sueh that we will
nof grant you an extension of time, and you
must wait until the appeals are heard.” The
Government decided that all such appeals
were to he heard in the metropolitan area,
and it will be remembered that 1 moved that
the regulation should be disallowed. The
motor owners had no choice but to aecept
dictation from the Transport Board and
that is amply demonstrated by the Board,
who claim that they have extended justice
to every person. The Minister gaid that the
right of appeal was given in view of the
vested interests involved. The most amazing
thing to me, in view of that admission, is
that the persons concerned did not reeeive
one penny by way of compensation, al-
though their living had been taken Away
€rom them. I mention that faet to show
how generous the board have been to people
who “voluntarily,” as they say, retired from
their appeals. It was not a matter of
voluntary retirement but of compulsion, and
it is merely rank hypoecrisy for the board to
submit sueh a statement to Parliament. It
is misleading to the public and is unfair.
Under Sections 24 and 27 we provided for
appeals but unfortunately that right applies
only to those who had commercial goods
licenses as at a particniar date. If a man
held a driver's license and the Transport
Board suspended it, the individual, under
Section 54, could appeal to a stipendiary
magistrate against the Board’s decision.
Therefore, the Aet provides the right of
appeal for an ordinary motor ear driver, but
settlers in the eountry districts who are
suffering disabilities because of the opera-
tions of the Transport Board have not that
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right of appeal also. In my opinion it was
the intention of Parlinment—it was wmy in-
tention, and I was the member who moved
to secure the right of appeal—that the
people in the country districts should have
the right of appeal.

Hon. J. Cornell: I hardly think the hon.
member has quoted Section 5% fairly and
squarely.

Hon. A. THOMSON: I have no desire to
quote anything unfairly. I do not adopt
those methods and I hope Mr. Cornell will
exonerate me from any such intention.

Hon. J. Cornell: Section 5% deals with
licenses that are issued.

Hon. H. V. Piesse:
were issued.

Hon, A. THOMSON: That is so, and the
section also deals with quite a number of
different matters. I maintain that the state-
ment I made was perfectly eorrect. Probably
because of the action I had token on behalf
of some elecfors in my provinee, I have not
received the treatment I was entitled to ex-
pect. Bearing that in mind, I draw the
attention of hon. members to the disdainful
reply the Board gave to a question I asked
on the 2nd October. The Chief Secretary
had made a statement that 539 motor trucks
had been licensed and in the guestions I sub-
mitted in the Hounse I asked how many of
those trucks had been licensed in the metro-
politan area. In my remarks I had natur-
ally referred to truecks outside the metro-
politan area, but I wanted to make sure of
the position. The reply I received was
“None-—see Seetion 33 of the Transport
Act.” That reply gave me information that
1 already possessed. They do not license
commercial vehicles in the metropolitan area
but deal only with buses. Then I asked how
many meotor tracks outside the metropolitan
area had heen granted a license to convey
commercial goods and the reply I received
was: “589. I further asked a very plain
question as follows:—

How many motor trucks have been granted,

outside the metropolitan area, a license to con-
vey commereial goods and on what routes do
they trade?
The reply no doubt was a very clever one
and the Transport Board should be thanked
for their generosity in enlightening us as
they did. The reply was—

For interpretation of ‘*zonds’’ see Section
3.

That was a deliberatively evasive reply, and
I strongly object to members of Parliament

And these licenses

[COUNCIL.]

being flouted in that fashion by the Trans-

port Board. The definitionr of “goods” in
Section 3 is as follows:—
“*Goods’’ ineludes livestock and goods,

wired, merchandise, commodities and movable
chattels of every deseription,

The board’s reply was insulting and I take
strong exception to it. The board knew
that within a8 few days they would be sub-
mitting their report to Parliament. I asked
on what routes the trucks were trading and
the reply was that the guestion would in-
volve the preparation of a return. The
Minister, in speaking on the Bill, said that
the board, in the course of their investiga-
tions, had acquired knowledge which quali-
fied them for their responsibilities. 1 must
assime from that statement that the board
have a thorough knowledge and a perfect
record of all their transactions. They eounld
inform the House that 589 trucks had been
licensed outside the metropolitan area, but
judging by their answer, they have no re-
cord of the number of vehicles licensed to
carry goods, as provided for in Seections 32
to 43 of the Act which they are paid to ad-
minister. Let us be genercus and concede

.that the board were anxious to give the

House the fullest information on the sub-
jeect. To enlighten us, they graciously ad-
vised us to look up Section 3 of the Aet,
which we must assume contained all the in-
formation that was in their power to give.
Apparently the question regarding the routes
for which licenses had been granted was far
too invelved for the knowledge possessed
by the board. Certainly the board knew
that they had granted 589 licenses for motor
trueks. That was an easy question to
answer. Apparently, however, thev granted
every application without obtaining the in-
formation decmed necessary under Section
35 of the Aeb. My question was quite
simple, “On what routes do thex trade?”

Hon. J. Cornell: Surely the hon. member
did not expect to get the answer he wanted?

Hon. A. THOMSON: It is time we got
reasonable answers and were not insulted,
as I was, by the answer given. Section 35
reads—

Everv application for a commercial goods
vehicle license shall be in writing, and shall
comtain the following partieulars:—(a) the
route or aren upon or in which it is intended
that the commereial pgoods vehicle iz o
onerate: (b) a deseription of the vehicle in re-
speet of which the application is made: ()
the classes of goods proposed tn be carried:
and (A} such other partienlars as are pre-
seribed.
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I am compelled to assnme from the answer
given that the board have granted 9589
licenses without acting in accordance with
the provisions of Section 33, and eonse-
quently they are not in a position to fell
us how many <commercial goods vehicle
licenses have been granted. If the replies
given to a member of Parliament seeking,
information and acting on behalf of the
electors who returned him is a sample of
the board’s administration, in the name of
heaven, what sort of treatment have the
board meted out to ftruck owners and to
people situated as are those in the Kojonup
district? This is a despotic board from
whose decisions nobody ecan appeal. Talk
of Mussolini and Hitler! Some of the tax-
payers in the Kojonup distriet consider that
the Transport Board are on guife an equal
footing with those men as dietators. Is it
not time that the House indicated in no un-
certain manper that it will not tolerate
evasive and insulting answers from boards
or departments that are the ereation of Par-
liament and are paid by the Crown. If we
submit to answers of the kind, we shall be
creating an army of official auntocrats

who seem to be prepared to trample
on the rights of the people I for
one refuse io submit to that. Some

of my electors cannot understand the atti-
tude of the Government in refusing the
right of appeal against the decisions of the
Transport Board. They contend that if it
is right for the railway porter, the railway
stationmaster, the police officer and other
publie officers in the Kojonup area to have
the right of appeal, surely the men who
are braving the task of wresting a living
from the land should be entitled to a similar
privilege. When the Electoral Commission
were making inquires, we were supplied
with information showing how essential it
was that the State Electoral Office should he
retained. The rolls had to be maintained
50 that the polls could be taken under the
Factories and Shops Act, for the election of
mine workers’ inspectors, for the election of
amembers of the Railway Appeal Board, for
the election of members of the Prison Em-
ployees’ Appeal Board, for the election of
members of the Lunacy Employees’ Appeal
Board, and for the Civil Serviee Appeal
Board.

Hon. J. Cornell: Is the last-named under
the Electoral Act?

Hon. A. THOMSON: No, but the others
are. I do not object to those hodies of
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(tovernment employees having the right of
appeal; in fact, I stroogly support the
principle, but it is amazing that the Gavern-
ment should consider it just for their ser-
vants to bave the right of appeal while
settlers working under adverse conditions
are not to have a similar privilege. Let me
deal briefly with the final remarks of the
Chief Secretary in his speech., HHe said that
the board, in the course of their investiga-
tions, bad acquired knowledge which quali-
fied them for their responsibilities, He
added—

Mr. Thomson would give a magistrate, not

possessed of the requisite knowledge, full power
to override their decisions, to permit commer-
cial vehicles to compete unfairly with the State
railways, and to piek the cyes out of the iraffic
and leuve the railways to carry the unprofit-
able lines. Mr. Thomson would set up various
courts of appeal, each unequipped for the task
of deciding whether William Jones or James
Smith was entitled to a license over a route
which the board considered should not be
granted. If Mr. Thomson thought that every
magistrate had all the necessary knowledge at
his finger tips, his Bill should be one to abolish
the board and leave the issuing of licenses to
the magistrate.
I have no intention of abolishing the board.
T stated in this House and at public meet-
ings that the board wounld nu doubt aet
justly, and that if any injustice were done,
we would be able to amend the Act in a
manner that would relieve the difficulty.

Hon. J. Cornell: If an individual applies
to Join the railway sceviee and his applica-
tion is not entertained, he has no right of
appeal.

Hon. A. THOMSON: No, but if an em-
ployee of the railways suffers any disabili-
ties or has a grievance against a superior
officer, he has a righi of appeal.

Hon, J. Cornell: That is the position
under the Transport Aect.

Hon, A. THOMSON: I am merely asking
that the people in the Kojonup distriet
should be given the right of appeal, but the
Transport Board say, “No, we will not grant
you licenses.”

Hon. J. Cornell: The Licensing Board de
the same thing.

Hon. A, THOMSON: That is a totally
different matter. The Licensing Board deal
with applicants who wish to enter a busi-
ness in order to make profit for themselves,
but the settlers of the Kojonup district are
compelled to cart their produce and other
goods 15, 18 or 20 miles away from Perfh
and then pay railway freight for a haulage
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of 240 miles. Surely that cannot be logi-
cally supported as being in accordance with
Section 10 of the Act, which requires the
board to give consideration to the needs of
the State for ceonomic development. The
people of Kojonup are sutfering from eco-
nomic disabilities imposed by the Transport
Board, and can it be said that the board have
given impartial and equitable treatinent to
all conflicting interests? Let me direct at-
tention to the board’s report, page 5, where
the following oceurs:—

Settlers and traders in one distriet in par-
ticular, namely, Eojonup, have repeatedly
voiced protests apgainst the cessation of road
transport to and from the metropolitan aren,
but a complete investigation of the eirecum-
stances proves that the objections put forward
do not justify the duplieation of services in
that area.

Wheo decided that the cirecumstances did not
justify a duplication of services in that
area? Though the cettlers and traders of
the distriect have voiced protests and have
repeatedly  reguested eonsideration, the
board’s reply has been “No.” Surely those
people are entitled to some consideration. I
wish to direct the Chief Secretary’s atten-
tion to one paragraph in partieular, and I
say that, knowing him as T do, T am sure he
does not approve of it. It is paragrapgh
31 of the board’s report which reads—
Purther, as a result of the serious misrepre-
gentations which have heen made by those who
claimed to speak for the district from time to
time, the board feel bound to draw attention

to the statements made in endeavouring to
support their alleged claims,

There is a direct challenge to the residents
of that distriet regarding those who have
been voicing the protests. Such a para-
graph is an insult to the member for Wa-
gin, to myself and to the chairman of the
Kojonup Road Board, as well as to those
who specially journeved from Kojonup to
Perth to submit their requests by way of
deputation to the Minister. Yet the board
accuse us of having made serious misre-
presentations. I claim thai the board have
adopted an attitnde towards the Kojonup
people that is entirely inconsistent with
the powers which we considered had been
vested in them.

Hon, C. B. Williams: What have vou to
say about paragraph 36 of the report?
They say the rates are £1 1s. 4d. cheaper
by rail.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. A. THOMSON: The argument is
the other way. I do not say that the Ko-
jonup Road Board, or the settlers, or the
board are in the right.

Hon, H. V. Piesse: But the settlers re-
quire the eonvenience,

Hon. A. THOMSON: Yes. They should
have the right of appeal, whieh is all 1
am asking for.

Hon. J. Cornell: Could not the hon. mem-
ber coufine his attention to the partieular
locality affected

Hon. A. THOMBON : This matter came
before our organisation, and has been made
a party guestion. The scttlers of the dis-
trict felt so greatly injured by the action
of the Transport Board that in secason and
ont of season they have protested against
it. A committee was appointed to approach
the Parliamentary Draftsman to frame a
measure dealing with the matter. We in-
terviewed Mr. Wolff, and we now submit
what he considers will remedy the diffi-
culty.

Hon. J, Cornell: But it would apply all
over the State,

Hon. A. THOMSON: Very well. Places
like Katanning and Narrogin eould not
hope to appeal against the decisions of the
beard under the existing law.

Hon. J. Cornell: They eould do so under
the hon, member’s Bill.

Hon. A. THOMSON: A resident magis-
trate has power to commit a man for mue-
der, or, under the State Transport Co-
ordination Aect, to inflict a fine. To say
that he wonld not also be competent to
deal with evidenee that would be submit-
ted to him is to suggest that he is not
compelent to give a decision upon any
matter referred to him. I have spoken
somewhat heatedly. I have carefully left
out all matters relative to the railways or
any contentious questions. All I ask is
that these people shall have the right of
appeal to a resident magistrate against
the deecisions of the Transport Board,

Question put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. . .. .. 12
Noes .. . .. .. 12

A tie
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AYES.
Hon. C. F. Baxter Hoo, H. 5. W. Parker
Hon. L.. B. Rolton Hon, H, V, Piesse
Hon. J. Cornell Houn, A, Thomson
Hon. J. T. Franklin Hon, C. B, Williams
Han. V. Hamersley Han. H. J. Yelland
Hon. I. Nicholsan Hon. C. H. Wittenoom
§ (Teller.)
NOES.
Hon. E, H, Apgelo Hon. W. H, Kitson
Hon. A. M. Clydesdale Hon, J, M. Macfarlane
Hon. L. Craig Hon. G. W. Miles
Hon.J. M. Drew Hoxn. T. Moore
Hon. G, Fraser Hon. H. Tuckey
Hoen. J. J, Holmes Hon, E. H. Gray
(Teller.}

The PRESIDEXNT: I shall follow the
ordinary Parliamentary practice in easting
my vote. So that the Bill may receive fur-
ther consideration, I shall vote with the
aves. The ayes have it.

Question thus passed,

. Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Hon. J. Cornpell in the Chair; Hon. A.
Thomson in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1—agreed to.

Clause 2—Amendment of Section 37 of
principal Act:

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Municipalities
and road boards come in a different category
from ofher bodies. I move an amendment—

That in line 2 of proposed Subsection 2 the
words ‘‘or any municipality or road hoard?’
be struck out.

Hon. A. Thomson: I have no objection to
the amendment.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. J. NICHOLSOX : In paragraph (e)
of the same subclause the words “or any
manicipality or road board” should also be
struck out.

The CHATRMAN: That is consequential.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I think
we should also strike out the words “or any
other person” in lines 2 and 3 of the pro-
posed subsection. Who would “any other
person” he?

Hon. J. Nicholson: That refers to any
other person who is interested in an appli-
cation.

The HONORARY MINISTER: To what
will this lead? We should not agree that
¢any person” should have the right to canse
an appeal to be made to a magistrate in
connection with a license for some other
person. I move an amendment—

That ihe words ‘for any other person’’ be
struek out.
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Hon. A. THOMSON: When the Tranz-
pori Board refused to grant certain farmers
a license, they had to make a test case of
the whole thing. A group of people may
desire that a fruck license be granted in
their district, and such people would be
comprised in the words “some other per-
son.” This is taken practically word for
word from the New Seouth Wales Act.

The CHAIRMAN: The paragraph does
appear to be amhiguous.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The para-
graph would give any person a right to
appeal also against any of the terms and
conditions attached to a license. That would
cerfainly lead to a number of vexatious cases.
From all we have heard regarding the dis-
triet, it is evident that numerous people
there feel keenly on the subject, and are
prepared to test the matter if given an op-
portunity. They are also prepared to em-
power the loeal authority to test it on their
behalf.

Hon. G. FRASER: The word “feeling”
will have to remain, or the clause will not
read correctly.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: As a lawyer,
I say the provision ought to he allowed to
stand as it is, since it gives every person in
the distriet an opportunity for litigation.
As the Honorary Minister pointed out, if
the board grant a certain route, every per-
son not residing on that route will object.
I do not know where finality would be
reached as regards the license. 1f the route
is along road A, the people on road B will
object; and if the route is shifted to road B,
residents on road C will in their turn ohject.
Eventually the owner of the serviee would
decline to run it at all.

Hon. A, THOMSON: What are the con-
ditions that will apply under the provision
as amended? Under Section 24 any appeal
must be hacked by a deposit of £10. People
will not raise frivolous ohjections while that
condition obtains.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member’s
amendment proposes to do away with that
stipulation.

Hon. A. THOMSOXN:
remains in the Aect.

The CHAIRMAN: Bui the hon. mem-
ber's amendment destroys it.

Hon. A, THOMSON: No.
deals with omnibus licenses.
37 T propose to delete.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member’s
Bill does not continue the stipulation that

No. Section 24

Section 24
It is Section
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in relation to any such appeal the provi-
sions of Subsection 2 of Section 24 shall
apply, and so on.

Hon, A. THOMSON: Yes. In connee-
tion with any appeal the appellant will have
to put up a deposit of £10. I hope the Com.-
mittee will be content with striking out
only the words “or any other person.”

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes 14
Noes 8
Majority for 1§
AVES.
¥un. C. F. Baxter Hon. J. J. Holmes
Hen, A, M. Clydesdale Hou, W. H. Kitson
Honp. L. Craig Hon. J. M. Macfarlane
Hon. J. M. Drew Hon. G. W. Miles
Hen, J. T. Frauklin Hon. T. Moore
Hon. G. rnser Hon. H. §. W, Parker
Hon, E. H. Gray Hon. H. Tuckey
{Teller,)
Noes.
Hoea. V. Hamersley Hon. . B. Williams
Lton. J. Nicholson Hon. C. H. Wittezoom
Hon, H, ¥, Picgse Hon. H. J. Yelland
Eon. A, Thomson Hon. L. B. Holten
(Teller.)

Amendment thus passed.

On motion by Hen. J. Nicholson, para-
graph (e) of proposed Subsection 2 struck
out.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 6.15 p.m.

Legrslative Essembly,
Thursday, 17th October, 1935.

Questions : State Saw Mllls, Boances..

Polot Sampson Felty 1172
ualrad]ng Road Board, compln.lnt. 1172

Wire netting, interest chsr 1173
Dental troubles, effect of ﬂqu.r producbs 11738
Bills ! Divorce Ameendment, report ... 1173
Health Act Amendment, 28., Com. report. 1173
Electoral, Com 1173

Annual Eaumates, 1935 30: Vobes nnﬂ lt.em.u d.lscussed !

Mines 179
Medlcal 1198
Health 1204

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—STATE SAW MILLS,
FINANCES.

Mr. BROCKMAN asked the Treasurer:
1, How has the amount of £62,024, stated

[ASSEMBLY.]

by him to have been received by the Treasury
from the State Saw 21fills, been built up?
2, By how much will the paymeni of that
sum {a) reduce the yearly interest on loans
heing paid off by the State Saw Mills; and
(b) increase the yearly surplus of the con-
cern? 3, Is the surplus credited to the
Btate Saw Mills or is it taken into Consoli-
dated Revenue?

The MINISTER FOQR JUSTICE (for
the Treasurer) veplied: 1, Reduetion of
stoeks built up in years of bad markets has
placed the banking account in a position to
repay an advance made some years ago from
Revenne. 2, (a) £3,650. (b) Profit and
Loss Account charges will be reduced by a
similar amount. 3, Any surplus on Profit
and Loss Account, such as referred to in
No. 2, 15 paid to Consolidated Revenue in
accordance with the provisions of the Trad-
ing Concerns Aect.

QUESTION—POINT SAMPSON JETTY.

Mr. WITHERS asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Is it a faet that turpentine piles
are being imported for the Point Sampson
jetty? 2, It so, why are loeal piles not
being used?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE (for
the Minister for Works) replied: 1, No. 2,
Answered by No. 1.

QUESTION—QUAIRADING ROAD
BOARD, COMPLAINT.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM asked the Minister
for Works: Will he lay on the Tahle of the
House all papers relating to a complaint
by one M. J. (PHanlon against the decision
of the Quairading Road Board granting
permission for the erection of gates across
Road No. 3768, which passes through C. J.
Woodroffe’s property at Balkuling?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE (for
the Minister for Works) replied: It is not
considered acdvisable to lay them on the
Table at the present junecture, for the reason
that they may contain evidence that could
be used by Mr. O'Hanlon in connection with
certain eourt proceedings that he admits he
i taking against the road board and against
Mr. Woodroffe, but the departmental file is
available to the bon. member for his own
personal pernsal,



